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Greetings From’ St. Vlncentl, T . et
. - Actually it shﬁuld be Seasons Greetlnga 81nce thls shouid
arrlve sometime . between Christmas :and - thE'nEm;yeat. We arE'maat
exclted anﬂ.pleased_to beallving here. aﬁﬁ we'lre &nximua to.tell -
yuu of 1t. Biit flrst we need.to brlng Ever &ne up tq-@gﬁa‘ﬂn @ur
ad?entul"e& 1n thE W&S‘b Iﬂél&ﬁ-l 4t b - £ M e
| Z.., 7 We armived ‘in Mismi full. of r@mlée'of'phglanthraﬁln A
dGngS in Peace . Garps. w& 5000 reallzeﬁ that. theré Was. .a heck of e
lot more to. the Puli. “than Mgood warkl“.xJust.baing'aumamher of the- .
great. Government .machine -was-strain and,. eduéation itseif, We began. .
and ended -each .sessiom (it seemed) with.mounds of. paperwork. Most -of
it was necessary. such as.forms to recieve our, living-allawance.~f~¢”
immunizations and visas. Butmlt etill was;a_genﬁral ‘haggle. We were.
anxloug. to get ON:;WITH _IT. . The paperwork was -just -another barrier
to :fulfilling our dreans .of valuntee;;gml We .spent. three Seemingly .

-emdless . ﬂaya~ln th;e Hawamd Johmsons. in, Mim- q(and 2 ’mt of .2y o =
cultum shmk Mlﬁﬂll is, taoj&nd ﬁlew mz_t 1;;) .Iamama cnn the 28_’6h H.Erf .....
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was &n e;ya-ﬂpener'.-#-l mas readar far peventy -anc‘i a ﬁlI"f:,Y envlrﬂnment
but 1I_had.U.S.:standards: in. mind.. It -was:-at- that point that Iabegan
to think seriously about. LY Peace -Gorps -commitment.. I'.was .2 :bit. ...
put off by . adapting- tn-tham.lleEtylebut the onl.andxeun heckaned
and T: pu:ls i’t raslde. ne o -

in Sl:.gﬁvzl.lle. Qur partiﬂfular family lmred An. ‘S}ganls.h Tom whlch ==-
was about2d. m.le& from. ngst—ﬂn and. 1 5 mlles fnﬁm Sllgavllle. TS
I ebegan t0. queat.’wn shie. ﬁoﬁaﬂfb'standard of lcwing ‘when. I.saw 'the -~
Mercedes Benz parked in. the carports -But, Jamaica is & land of o s 4
cﬂtr&dictlan. and.-eqld. water showers (we. were fortunate tq. h;a’ire s

—_

TUnning watar) wWAiffrent. lew—;;l& of aﬂanltati@nn, o rafr,lgeractlan1 ;L-_:
and a hosgt of -other ‘little. things Soon reminded us - that we lwere

Tulgm " e

indeed: a .léne. Way. frﬂm Anerice.. The r!;:m and «wnad 1ean--to 8, :exiﬂted -
a few hundred yards fr:em B, Mans 1131} Gwh},ﬂh -Were: -ea.ml:g -equa‘j.falﬁn;b s
. or.surpassed -those in the. sta'bea,)-g The finest heme -would, d:isch&rge
wagte. watey. into .an open,. d:gj;ch! It was. these. Gifferences: which.
came tﬂgether to form the'culture shack' we. a1l -Felt -from: shime tﬁ
time.. Our: trainging centersd on how,. to. deal with “culture shr;iek‘ -

----------

How to. communicate effectively: and how, to ¢reate change.in our :

-----

respective .lsland -enviornment: .r“kc'l;;ualljﬁ, At was not, so. much- as, v ;. ﬁ

—— 2 e, —

now-to. create- uhange,bu:l; rather. to.make A8 a'»\{a.‘[?ﬁ ;of_ huw our. yre—
senge: wnuld echange- and. influence. the realienia &nd ,hnw te Q&e e-th.at- .
to Jbenefit: hoth: yourselves .and the igland.-.We. .got-the. sneaking. .-

.gugpicion ; ‘bha’t: Zhere was.mere  to this Paae-eg- C@:{zpsr #hing -than. m&'t‘-.:f

o gt ———t adk  pa o my s

the eye..- B_y the. time.: T left,. T h:aﬁ a tatalnly ﬂif»f-epgm: at;bij;gde D wa

-------

tﬂwaxjﬁi 1;;;;_3 r-a;ther nebulops thing called Paae &a,{}t}rpsu Icﬂa auz% fxie %
trna.’m_;mg-e l:mgg s I dzarned. to. deal with: amblgu::.ty. ;H S

Coilnn IRere Was. Il'ltlﬂh more: 'tﬂ Jﬂmawa than.- ;;u:at aurw tr-aln:mg. T
There were trips %o 713115&.= m&rlﬁat which:, ~Ls qu;tev Ary- eXperience, tips: -
. 2zom.4he.loeal: buses- which  was an- excereiss in:- sardine~packing (when

the:yb Say:there: i, always room.for- WO moere you had-better: well . ..z

- "
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BELEVE «l‘h;! Ys> Trips. to. Port. Antonic. . (beautiful. and- ‘tranguil). and_

[ =" I PR Y -

to Ocho Rios (tourist city...). Generally we got out and abaqtfas
muck..as time and .$I5.00/day would allow.. Though  weré were. in -

FFFFF - =._...-|_.l- A — L e

Jamaica. during. the- World Musie FﬂstLval in-Montego- Bay,ﬁ Deb and:-:

I -never went. thaugh many af oUY. - PEETS- dlﬁ- We . forged many: imﬂnm
and experienced many kindnesges (like, the. couple. in: our. group from. .

Oregon who baugh't us rlinner' for our lé axmiversar?) blﬂ? 5911151‘354
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fheﬁgﬁ*beeutiful, still wagn8t the place for us to put down our roots
It may; have been due to the fact that our host family in Jamaica
was not very hospitable. Or perhaps it was the heat and mosguitos.
Whatever the reason was, we were glad to be leav1ng Jamaica. On
December x I practically ran to the plane: &7

o It was quite a beautiful flight that nlght A full moon
shone. out over the Cerrﬁean Sea and we watched cities’ of the Dominican
Republic, Haltl.Puerte Rico and the Virgin- Islands (U.S:) pass: belew.
We landed brekfly in Antigua. and got our first glimpse of how =
clean the Fastern Caribbean Islands ‘were. We arrlved in Brldgetown
at ebeut Ten PM. Gur aeeemmedatlene were 'SParee te eay the mest
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After a qulek ewearlng ln eeremeny amld meny dlgnltarlee and medle,
we ‘were zipped back to ‘our guest house fora Findl nite in’ B&rbadee.
Seturday ‘we“§auntered off <the- 1eland'en'emall but truetwertﬂy LITAT:
- airlines and arrived +in Kingstown, St.Vi¥ficent “in “dbout’ 45“m1ﬁutee.j;
}ﬁﬂwm~wﬂ5%fT-'T?Eﬁt~ee-96 m1lee~weet~efﬁﬁarhaﬂee“**“f&“”*‘”*~ﬁ””““'¥e“- = f*?” T
=7 see “Since -that time (jugt: twe;deyehnew) weSve had time' te E
‘cheek out- Kingstown.: Its ‘a beautiful seaside "city (but I would call ™
1t a v;llage by 1te construction and pepulatien) "Blreetly aerese the
bay is Bequia an’'island “(much ‘smaller than St.’ “Vindent:) ‘about " 97 |
miles from here which is-prized for ite white gahd- beaches {8t Vlneent
‘nag black 'sand). §%. Vincent has ‘an: aetlve velcene which erupted .
in ‘1979 -and has. Been relatlvef?'Qulet siride., ‘The wvolcano ‘Ty dome
15 miles north’ of here:*Hurricanes hrave not been a‘mager preblem_”*,
though they ‘had one come peet in 78 T thlnkf...* e e REE -
£ TPhé particulars of ‘B.C Tiving are -some whet the same -
and eemewhat different than the usual stereotypes. Theére -ig runnlng
waktwry whleh %5 ‘scarce in rural’ ‘areas .. Likewisée with eleetrlelty

(exeept Jamalea e}eetrlclty ‘was more 1term1ttant) Plenty of ears

......

(many of ‘whiciare brand riew!). ‘Houses' in -Jamaica: ‘were mostly Bf
concrete bleek‘eenstruetlen but -8t Vlneent seems “To TEvVe many'heuses
of wood. Generally they are wery"' epenly puilt. Phatis “to ‘say ‘that”
some Houses'-have no back’ deege, Just epen“breezewaye. Most homes’ *m=j

haveleuvered openins or open,decorative bIoeks ‘wirich always'ellew
alr (and-meequltee) 1nte the heuee.,In essenee E C. lrvlng ‘I o
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= -~ceel untll—abeu%~Mayerheﬁ £ heats up &nd pef-
| arr1ved.weather-w1se ‘at & 'better. tLMe.—*='~ T f
oo Bukiwe o ‘migs the snow and the dramatic: eh&ﬁee'lﬁ seasen
we had an: the“states. Meetly.‘we~mlss be1ng~w1th famlly at thig f&r-
"family'"“ttime: of yeerr~Thankeglvlng.Ghrietmee NeWw Yearsg as well asg-
my brrthday and Debe &nd‘my-annlverearyﬂall eeeurfed'eince we- left
the ‘states’ iwy 0tt. ‘We abreivery anxious ‘to be homg" for- NEXT Xmmes. R
We're eaveng'eur pennleS"alTeadyra. We nave yet “to gelect a church -
Ther'e ‘are no Ththeranyg -(or,at least ‘Lutheran Chutches) “and Kﬁngstewn
has an-Anglleen,Gathelle ‘and:- ‘Methodist Church. We' 14 ettend a1 end
- gettle in*‘Socn.,. We! mlee?thetﬂcemmunlty we ‘Teftbehind-at" Zion in -
- Salt Laeke.You knDW'wevelreedy saw Mormon- missioraries- lere 1n’K1ngetewn?
They-afe yery actived Its d pecullar way’® to- feel'at -home" ageln. .
e hepee'they won't' find out were Trom ‘Salt Lakel S5 LT e TR
Y FOrtkhose whos wish ol write and do” net -dlready heve our ‘adress:
Pete & Debblewﬂelgren. C/0 U8, ‘Peace’ Corps, P.0. Bok 884, Krn]ftewn,
St . VlnGEﬂt, West: IndlEE- We weleeme all: wrltere and*v1$1terspj
yDU. VE amlnd tO)q ST e _ TR e s S ! ;
Pleaee ferglve the atreeleue epell1ng errreerre.,knd geed
thlnge +o all.. ' God® Bless:yoy 'all in the- -Joyous Birth of- HIS Sen.”y
Jesus: Christ. We hepe this season” brlngs you more than'you ‘tould ever

w1eh fer..We eertalnly heve getten 1t here.jﬁnd we MISS yeu all.f;fj

o

ceuldnBt hevee~= —
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OOPSS... ran out of svace at the close so will include a very rough
map of wheres we are.-Agaln , we love and miss you all. |
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