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Easter Greetings from St. Vincent! | | 19 March 1983 /) -/fx

- May you all share in the Glory of the risen Lord!...I hope this will
"reach you by Faster though it is still two weeks away. Also a happy and warm
spring {(starts tommorow). But fall has come to St. Vincent. We are in the
middlie af the dry season and,as happens when plants and trees dornt get water,
the leaves yebdow and fall. Its still much greener than than the West weould
be (even in late spring) but I wasn't expecting to see a "Fall" for another
year or so. It loses a little in that there is hardly a chill in the air
and the colors are not as spectacular as they would be stateside, but it is
at least & change of season... Dry season# normally produces about 4" rain
per month. Last month we had .75" and hwe had about 1. 5" so far this month.
So its a dryer than normal 'dry' season. Speaking of water....

Last weekend we had one of the biggest fires in recent hlstcry in
Kingstown,., It burned one half of an entire city block and did a feww million
in damage. For all its seriousness, the efforts to fight the blee reminded
ugs of a 'Keystone Kops' comedy. Kingstown does not have a full time fire
beigade and relys upon some policemen with some traingng to fight the fire
with volunteer support. Well, with no one in particular in charge, and no
-one with special training to fight the fire, there was a lot of action with
very little result, The fire fighting eauipment has not been adeguately
maintained so it wag:difficult to deliver water to the fire. Imagine this
acene: Some folks ruﬁnlng with fully charged hoses that look like 3pr1nhler
systems for the holés in them. Other people runnine with ané empty hose
expecting the water to flow,only to find out that the hose was never cannect—.
ed to a hydrant. Some of the hoses were go bad that all the water was lost |
between hydrant and nozzel. Fortunetely, the 'chicken boéat' (the boat that
brings in frozen chicken from the states) had hoses and pumps and managed
to contain the blaze. Otherwise, Deb and I might be out of our usual jobs
and currently employed as carpventers rebullding Kingstown.=0One immediate
result of the fire was that we lost our water for three days. Wash, dishes
and showers were all accomplished by carrying water from our landlady's
house (ghe has a storage tank). Running water is an amazing phenomenon!

You never realise wnat a2 blessing running water is until it is gone. All
told, the fire didn't result in any injury or death bult the economic impacts
will be felt for years. Perhaps a hundred people {(or more) unemployed

from the loss of Jjobs and no unemployment COomp « system to help them out,
The massive loss of capital wag covered by insurance but the UEGple were
not |

| . The fire gave the local papers something more to gripe about.Pro

and Con both sided againt the Gov't (unusual). Most screamed about the

lack of trained people and state of the equlpment. The leftist used it as
and example of a corrupt and selfish Gov't, exploiting the people and
leaving them unprotected. I wish you all could see theVincentian“I have
sent my mom. Its ang independant, non-aligned newspaper and gan really blow
your mind in the divergity of news it prints. A car resting illegally in

a field will recleve space as well asfﬁiﬂmﬂflagratlan like last weekend.
Politics is a volitile area of commomn intrest in the E.C. Every newspaper
will do some political grandstandlng or comdemnation of the other party
{of which there are eight in St. Vincent). With elactions coming up next
year (here. Last elections were in 1979 and,unless Prime Minister Cato calls
an early election, next election is in 1984) the talk of politics grows
with each passing year. Next year should be *"hot,hot, hot" as a leocal

song goes. Politics hag also been affecting us more directly in fhe last
two days. One instance was an encounter in the street the other at church.
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On the etr et. we were eneeuntered by a Rasta woman. The Rastas. (Raetafarlane)
are a religious sect (cult) that live simple,vegetarian lifestyles and
.belleve in the return to a 'redeemed' Africa. Anyway, she asked why we were
in St. Vincent and we told her about our Peace Corps jobs here, etc. She

then went on to complain how so much aid was been spent and how many people
were coming to 8T. V to "help" and yet the poor were still unfed and health
care was so bad. At first it sounded like she was blaming us personally.

When we explained that we were here to leave sgkills and talents that would
“upgrade health care and help the Gov't be more efficient on a continuing

 basis and that yes, we thought that St. V was bekng controlled too much by

outside agencies rather than the local people,she changed her blaming to the
U.S. and U.K. She even through in a parallel to South Africa, Out oif her
confusion, and I'm still not sure exactly wHat she was getting at, arose

- the simple fact that she was angry. I'M not sure whether it was anger at
North Americans or whites or what, but her anger was real. I Imagine it
comes from the frustration of seeing permanent ar at leeet, persistent
poverty. But the most stiking thing was that she shifted the reepenelblllty
for that poverty to us. She also shifted the responsibilty for the solution
of the problem to us. Though she comdemmed outsiders meddling in St. V
affairs, she accusingly asked us "What are you doing to help?".That 1s not
“an unusual view, both condemmnition and asking assistance.

~ 'In church this morning, we had a Scarboro Priest (Canadian based) that
had spent most of his 47 years in the priesthood in south and central ;
american. Rather than give a sermon, he gave an informal talk about pelltlcf
and - Doverty in central america.lt was a general theme of liberation theology
but the condemnation of U.S. policy and the Reagan adminigstration and how

it was eentrlbutlng to the oppression of the poor was a bit too much for

"me to handle, I'm not all that familiar with the actual situation in El

- Salvador (I doubt if anyone ig), but I know that people are dying needlessly
in 2 war that was initiated by the guerillas. The church 1nd1reetly supports
the guerillas becamse they fight for the rights of the poor.Since the

U.S. gov't 1s supporting the gov't of El Salvador, we are necessarily seen
as opposing thepoor. Not so.Nor is 1t apparent that the guerillee are fightin
for the majority of the Salvadorians.But what has henpened ig that the |
responsibility for all the troubles in El 3alvador ere”éﬁ% to the U.S.
peEesence or so 1t would seem from the priests view. Again the 1nd1eeneue-
pooulation is held blameless while responsibility is shifted to the U.3.

But, I wonder ,if a Salvadorian or Vincentian were asked where they would
like to live, how many would say the U.S.R;¥he source of all that oppression
- of the poor.? The answer ,I think, weuld gay more about the truth of these
allegations than I couldssses -
- The oroblem with being here is that I will alwaye be white and & U S. -
citigen. I therefore have to carefully weigh the merits of U.3. policy
decisions much more carefully than I would stateside (where I can quietly
‘hide')., The benefit is that, for the first time in 27 years, I have to

try to understand what the U.S. position is. That may be the most difficult
task of all. I don't want to over-stress polltlee here in St. V, but 1t

is a reality and a source of both admlratlen and animosity in terms of my
.preeenee here in St. Vincent. . -

- On to lighter thlnge.....Dur garden, which made such a feﬂtastle etart,
‘has wened in its phehomenal growth. The spinach refused to grow past an inch
“in hékght. The. beans and the zuchini contracted some bilzzare leaf mold and
are stillstruggling. . Thefw1ll never Ye as high as an elephants eye. Knees
maybe, but at two feet they have put out rapidly maturing miniature ears
and will no doubt expire within the month. But, the lettuce and carrots are

-doing marvelously well. The tomatos and eabbege and cukes are doing fair.

The green peppers Aare scrowing slow, but eteadlly Peag are coming in with
mixed results. But at looks as though, we 'll be able to have a heme-erewn

| ealad SO0, - |
- The friut season 1s also on. The meneees are just beginning to ripen

(I tasted my first last week, VERY geed)'aleng with a fruit called a plum
‘rose. Plum rose has a tangy, watery taste that is laced with the fragranee
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and taste of a rose. Its a peculiar frult but like most things here in St.
Vincent, once you try them, you like it. The biggest oroblem is that ripe
fruit brings in the local children to ¢limb in the trees. Now, there 1is
olenty of fruit to go around, but I'd like to know when someone ig in my
yard. I also feel that the chlldren should learn to respect another persons
oroperty as wegl. as learn couritesy in asking before takens., My freguent
talks with the nég#&ghborhood children have produced limited results. THE
other »roblem 1s that our garden ig accessible if they come into the yard
They may leave with some'itels' (vegetables) ag well asg fruit.But, there is
notnln to Teef yel.

Health-wise its been a mixed month. Both Deb and I had the extreme
displeasugs to contract Denge Fever. Its also knowvas break-bone fever.

The only way to descibe it it to take the exteeme body aches of the most
violent flu. Add to it a temperature in excess of 103. Top it off with the
most brain-busting migramne headache and you have something like Denge.

Ag it turns out, I also had it way back in December but didn't have a lable
for it. Its a mosquito-borne désease for which there is no cure bdut agprin
or pain-killers in severe cases and bed-rest. There are different forms of
Denge, some of which are fatal. But only the non-fatal type is in 3t. V.
Its like the flu in that it can be deadly if your resistence is weak but
again, no one has died from Denge in St. Vincent. I won't miss it when

we repatriate next year.....

We have been trying to be active,physically. Two weeks ago we went to
Autly (or Ottley$I've seen it spelled both ways )Hall which is anérabandoned
farm with a beautiful beach just over a 500 £t hill next to us. Its a nice
~walk that ig rewarded with 2 cool dip in the ocean. In addition,there is
a sunken ship there to explore along with some of the best coral reefs around,
It also has thousands of sand dollars that litter the bottom. We are
collecting as many as we can carry each time. They will make nice gifts.
Qutside of that, we haven't been spending as much time in the water as we
did when we flrst came. Either we have become used to the climate, take
the nearness to the sea for grantedyor have lost the landlubber fascination
we Tirst had. We will,no doubt, retreat to the sea when temperatures climb
in august... |

The usually rellable mail threw us a couple of curves. We had two

letters (from mome) arrive some two months after they were malled. A
week later we got two letiters that had been sent to Jamailca in Nov.,were
sent back to Wash,D.C. then sent here. Needless to say, our confidence
which was tenuous at best has now evaporated.We want to thank you all for
your letters we've recmmved over the past month. Each and every one 1s
_ﬂreatly appreciated and, "if you haven't received a reply, be patient. It
may be in. the slow letter file....

 Well thats i1t. Another month of grawth aﬂd challenge. Anndher montn
closer to visiting the states in Dec. Another month in the U.S. Peace Corps
as community development workers’, The complexities grow as well as our
ties to the folks around us{a mixed b16331ng but I'1ll save that until
next month). We miss you all. And send our love along. Again, a happy
joyous and. peaceful Easter to you. |
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